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SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Schimek. Senator Beutler,
on the Wehrbein amendment, AM1626.
SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, members of the Legislature,
I just wanted to highlight one other part of this business for 
you. You all have, I think, this blue-covered budget book which
has, of course, more information than you would ever want, so I
thought that I would just point out a couple of things that at 
least will help you explain to your constituency what we did. 
And one of the things that your constituency is always 
interested in is how much was the overall budget increase this 
year and the next year over past years. And if you have that 
booklet with you, on page 21 you can see a kind of historical 
progression, starting back in 1992-93, as to the budget change 
each year, and you can see over in the far right-hand column 
that, as between the fiscal year, it's ranged in the 1990s from 
as low as 2 percent to as high as 12.6 percent. Looking at that 
chart then you can see that the 9.6 percent increase in the next 
fiscal year and the 5.6 percent increase in the following fiscal 
year are on the high side. And so you'll want to explain why 
they're on the high side and I think there is substantial 
justification. And I would suggest then that you turn back to 
page 1 of that same book and you'll see on the third highlighted 
paragraph, the one entitled "Budget Growth", and in that 
paragraph it tries to explain to you why it's 9.6 percent for 
next year and 5.6 percent for the following year, and you can
see, as it says there, that the increase is attributed to two
extraordinary items. One is the increased state aid, okay, and 
that was why there was a 12 point something percent increase a 
few years ago, because we made a significant increase in state 
aid. So this year the school levies, of course, are declining 
from $1.10 to $1.00, so that's $89.3 million in the next fiscal 
year, and $95.7 million in the following fiscal year, and then 
there's the Tecumseh prison that's being built. And if you 
exclude those two items then the budget growth comes down to 
about 5.4 percent each year, which is within the range of what 
we normally would do in a good year. So I just wanted you to be 
aware of the state aid that we're giving out this year and its 
effect upon the budget, and keep in mind when your constituents 
ask you about state spending that you can't look at state


